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THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA. 



The sixteenth annual meeting of the Modern Language 
Association op America was held at the University of 
Virginia, Charlottesville, Va., December 27, 28, 29, 1898. 
The invitation to meet in Charlottesville proceeded officially 
from Dr. Paul B. Barringer, Chairman of the Faculty, in 
accordance with the vote of the Faculty, January 5, 1897, 
upon the motion offered by Professor J. A. Harrison and 
seconded by Professor C. W. Kent (cf. Proceedings for 1897, 
p. xv). 

The first session was held in the Public Hall ; all the 
remaining sessions were held in the Y. M. C. A. Hall of 
the University. 

FIBST SESSION, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27. 

The first session of the meeting was convened in the 
Auditorium of the Public Hall, at 7.30 o'clock p. m. Dr. 
Paul B. Barringer, Chairman of the Faculty of the Uni- 
versity, presided, and opened the session with brief words 
of welcome ; Professor George W. Miles, Headmaster of St. 
Alban's School, followed in an elaborate and eloquent address 
of welcome in behalf of the Board of Visitors of the Uni- 
versity of which he is a member. To these addresses of 
welcome the Secretary of the Association cordially responded. 

The President of the Association, Professor Alcee Fortier, 
was then introduced to deliver his following annual address. 
Subject : " Historical and social forces in French literature." 
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